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OBB TO: The Deputy Chief of Mission 

FROM Chief, Consular Baatfoo 



subject: 



Chronology of Berlaha oase with 
contacts 



date: October 12. 1967 



reports of islgnlf leant oral 



1. August 29, 19^7: learned that Barlaha had boon Imprisoned for failure 

to register. Source relative who said charge was ft low. 



2. August 29, 196?i Oral Inquiry to Kollo, American 
Foreign Of flea. (Kalla now tin on this Job. ) 



, Consular 3eotion, 



5* August >>, 1967 * Second oral Inquiry to Kalla. Oara hla oooflradng data 
that Berlaha 0. 3. oltlaan (registration oard had oat baas Immediately 
looatad previous day). Also stressed that Berlaha tourist— entered 
Yugoslavia August 15# 19^7* Kallo* • reaponae wary bureaucratic, stating 
hs oould only address wrlttsn Inquiry to tha Moral Intorior Ministry. * 

4. August }1 # 1967: Contaotad lawyer, Mm Bebovio, in Prixreh, a shad 
hla to seek oUt Borlsha and find out status and psrbapa acquire a client. 
Bobowlo agreed. Thereupon want oablo to Bobowic (ha has no pnoha) that 
wa would plaoe ©all for hla at osrtaln tins naxt day and that he should 
Inform us If oonsular praaanoa Prlaran useful. 

5. August 31» 1967: Because i of look of rssponaa Foreign Ministry to 
Informal questions, presented first not# In parson to Kails who at last 
agraad to usa a telephone (see attached). 

6 . September 1. 1967 : Dubs- won dsn Stolnsn osllsd Ansrloan Daakt JUdulowlc 
and presented oopy of sans nets sines as yat no respenee received froo Kallo. 
Call designed to give weight to our oomoern and also to overoone possibility 
that ws wars bslng ; stymied by a 1 personal factor (Ksiie). 

7. Septa *>er 1, 19^T» Spoks to Kallo about oonsular aooess. Ha said ha was 

trying to find out. !) 



8. September 1, 1967 * Spoke to Bebovio who thought oonsular praaanoa not 
useful. Barlaha had engaged hla andhe was preparing appeal. Bar Is he 
had apparently not registered but had good explanation. 

9. Sept saber 1, 1967* Ksllo called lets afternoon saying that Barlaha; 
had willfully refused to register. 

10 . Septesber 2 (Saturday ) , 1967 i Radulovi c cal led Dubs wl th scese/;'. 

Inf orwatlon. Called Re lie, discussed question access and also posatbll?! ty 
talking to Barlaha on phone— In view distance Prizren and lnrinent Me 14 
trip (von den Stelnen) whlrh made a possible round trio to h-J v r> v.e.ry 
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ii. S*pt«K>*r 4 (Labor Day), 19$7> nifa>frto. ,;i day with Hatlo' 

(back from raoaUon) (Pairing with Kaf^. tooakbrioh <boad of UZBA 
In Prltran) and lawyar. Bobwrto. Dat4<»ad>K to rlalt prior ooaplatlim 
4PP**i prooeedlng* (Telephone ootmeottons FqUren terrible.) Got agree - 
wmrx for telephone oocvsr Mt Ion with Beriehs.^sL 



,\2; • Septesber 4, 1967s Spake with Berlehe by 
In good health and had no particular rtqutiti. 



»• Mid b# vu 



13. September r j t 1967: Cabled Bobovlc that ha should : '*arj ry m at 

Skopje September £ (evening) if consular visit 8# pteaber ^ pr 1 * pen 
desirable— la event appeal unsuooesafal. 

14. Septeuber 7# 1967s Bobovlc Inf or me d Malle app#al r#J#c^^ : r • 

learned that evening In Ohrid— die tanoe made visit prior weekend, ‘*' K 
Impossible. -y V 

1$. September 13, 196 J 1 In Priaren, I visited Bari aha who looked wali.-p^.p.y 
Based on official ' a guarantee that ha would ha released oh September 17 -y- 
at l400— formulated plan for his travel to 0. 3. I also made strong plea 
In length/ discussion# with UE8A chief, prison administrator, and nag 1 strata 
Judge thiat Bari aha be released aarlj to enable catching charter flight. 
Officials all sympathetic but stated they had no authority. Magi# trate 
Judge suggested drive te see Appeal Judge in Pristina which would have 
neant d*jr lost on aqr Itinerary. Judge emphasised that he had a direct 
line to Pristina over which the Appeal Judge could notify hie to release 
Berlsha ismedlately. Of ootsrs# if it was up to tain, Barlsba would now 
be freed on the spot. If this was hie feellng> I asked hie. would he 
not call hie colleague in Bari aha* a behalf. "Mo,* this was not possible, 
this response convinced ne that prospects did not Justify an extrs day 
lost. 

Id. September 13, 1967* van den Stria— oall to Bafeemey from Priireat 
Set up scenario for Beriafaa's return — he was to be si Embassy by 0800 
September 18. Alee eskCd Metis to nake one nore try with Appeal Judge, 
Pristina. 

17. September 1$, 19$7* Metis spoke at length with Appeal Judge, 

Pristina— no dice* 

18 . . September 15 . 1967* Mstlo spoke with prison adnlnietrstor . 

Prirren— Informed hie that Jtsfeassy had made coup lata travel arrangement# 
for Berlsha. Was assured In turn that Berlsha would be released ss 
scheduled at 1400 3eptesd>er 17. Also called on lawyer Bobov 1 0- -regret tab It 
found hie to be not a strong type— an older nan Interested prlnarliy in 
how h* would be paid. 

19. September 10, 1967* tfeen by 1200 Berlsha had not arrived Embassy, 

He tic apoka with UEBA Chief Tueakovl oh, Prlrren — was Informed Berlsha 
now in custody Public Prosecutor— no elucidation given. 
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20. September 19, VtfTi rm ten 8 te: 
prepared after autual consultation. 



Informed In Mm tar- -note 



21. September 20, 1907 » Bote delivered by Roeda pi»ri 
Ha was net telpful, stating Ber late being tea Id deodar . 
1 1 1 tte natura of which was "unfamiliar* W4 



7 teads paraonailly te Kallo. 
te Id ^urder Articles 109 and . 

to hte^eaplonsgeh 



22. Sep t em ber 26, 1967: ftsdnlevlo informed teods i£.: 0 o detail 

that Bari aha was a Yfcgoslav eitiion and implied that ' 1 'the,' 'tethorli^aa'-*’ • 

viewed their obligations toward ua aooordlngly. 

2^ . September 27, 1967: too daw fttainan, ©ailing on Kello i//to. present ' f. 

two non-re la ted noted, took oooaalon to raw law ease and non-r4apo'tea 
(written^’ of Foreign Offlaa, Kollo also took lino that Bari a ha iir ! 

Tug© Slav oitlsen and teat KardalJ- Allan agreesmnt ted no application, 
r rebutted that there had boon no ques tlon in anybody's alnd in ^Irliran 
aa of September 15 (ay rlalt) of legitimacy 0 . 3. interest. 1 alao 
suggested that their Interpretation of tea Karde IQ-Alien agreement 
regarding Bari aha might ha seen aa a change of position. Kallo and hi a 
oollesgue Bulatorlc listened to tela without Oomisnt and with rather 
len# faoaa. Partly aa a trial balloon, I said that I would probably 
ba Inters a ted In consular aooaaa sonatina In the text weak or two. 

2%. September 26-Oetober 4, 19671 Bo thing was dona in tha hops teat 
Yugoslav Intelligence authorities night primarily ba Interested in 
-Interrogating Bariaha and we did not Wish to foroa than to proas char gas* 

25. Oetobar 4, 1967: Ratio oalled Kallo to Inf orm hln I wished Visit 
Bariaha on Oetobar 10 and asked hln to facilitate aooaaa. Ha said ha 
would try. 

26. Oetobar 9, 1967: Cal lad Kallo (ha had not oallad us) to chops states 

proposed rlalt. Kallo raspondad with usual double talk—expreseloc 
unhappltets his lack of response to 5 day notice, 1 said that tearing 
nothing to tha contrary, I would go to tba Koanat anyway but that I and 
tha Mb s say would ba wary disappointed If the tlte and expenee of sy 
travel would ba for nought. At this te pronlsod to telephone Hritren. 

Ba oal led book juat before I left saying ha had boon .unable to ^st ■. 
through. ... 

27* Ootobar 9, 1967: te also called Chief of Protocol A. P. Koanat. 

Rlstie, who said ha had heard nothing from Kalla, but that te would do 
hi a bast to sot up my rlalt. 

28. October 10, 19671 Called on Rlatlo In Pristine. Vary friendly but 
claimed total prior unawarateaa af case. Regretted that there was no 
A. M, public transportation to Prlareo and that therefore l needed te 
Walt another day (during call previous day he had assured Katie ihat 
there wsa). I told M* that i had neaamhlle arranged wj own tr ana porta tlon. 
-He then said he would call tha authorities In Prixrtn ao that 1 would be 
properly received! I took tha occasion to remonstrate regarding 

the leak of frankness we had encountered there previously. He reassured 
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®e and furtherwore said he would personally brli)| tha ntUr to the 
•ttenticn of the President of the J^outfc^e Council. 

29* October 10,. 1967: Called 00 lores tl sailing Judge Mason— a young, 
intone#. Intellectual, l nsecure but wVipitloueT^rery short ahipter irho, , 
while l s a nl ng to the line ef Ehrrlsha's TUgoslavWtlonelity, gavs;^;/’'"" 
de facto all the 000 per atloo that night hare been Reasonably expected 
Regarding access to Berlsha, be dearly did not like the ideaotwy •' . 
seeing hie and naked m point blank if I "insisted" . X replied affably, 
that inaswuoh as be was the ea& with the power I oould "hot .really "inslst;">£ 
but that if I did not see Berlaha It would be beoause he, hteoa, had - 
"refused." He also s h owed as the Investigation Order, agrsMingto give ..is .;i 
•e;a sopor, but wished to fend it in the ■ell. We ooeproaleed io that 
he gave ae a aeparsru 00 py of the charge only — agreeing to eall the rest. 

He also promised to notify us of the trial date ajsd said he would furnish 
an interpreter If trial oonduoted in Albanian language (likely). 

30. Sew Berleha in eoeipanjr Judge, Prison Adel nl etrator , and Interpreter. 

Gave hie sove cigarettes. Told hie I thought perhaps a younger lawyer 
conversant In Shlptar (Bert she elalws no knowledge of Serbian) night 
represent hie better In such s serious wetter. Be a sewtd to agree. (Further 
details sable. ) ’ 

31. Pro0 oab driver, an astute and eeeelngly knowledgeable Shlptar, obtained 
reoQfliipehdatieo lawyer Pristina. (Prlsren only has 3 lawyers- -one of whoe 

J knew was not each good— and Pristina while close (30 wiles) Is perhaps 
far enough away for a oaee with political and ethnic overtures. ) j; 

>2. October. 10, ljjtfT: Pristina— celled on lawyer, Haesan Krlezlu, an 

energetic and very astute seeming Shlptar who has recently set up private 
practice after 10 years as a public prosecutor. Bade excellent Impression 
on ns showing both strength and shrewdness. Oars hie copy of chargeend. 
briefing on background. • 

33* October 12, 1967: Me tic at wjr behest called Rlstlc (Koswei protocol) V 
to thank hin and to ask hiw whether he would like us to write a letter ; 
expressing thanks for his assistance this case. He said yes and wen Honed 
that he had f asd liarited hleeelf with tbs ease In the eeantlwe. There' '-was 
no doubt, he said, that Berlaha was guilty as charged, and a trial/ would 
take place. Ttae trial would be open but there would be no statewenta to " 
Journalists, at least preoeding it, sines this was forbidden by lew. 

Attachweote: 

Foreign Off ioe Notes Nos. 120 sad 172 

cc: POL - Mr. Dubs '• "** • • 
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